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[57] ABSTRACT

This invention provides a system for inhibiting the binding
between two cells, one expressing P- or L-selectin on the
surface and the other expressing the corresponding ligand. A
covalently crosslinked lipid composition is prepared having
saccharides and acidic group on separate lipids. The com-
position is then interposed between the cells so as to inhibit
binding. Inhibition can be achieved at an effective oligosac-
charide concentration as low as 10° fold below that of the
free saccharide. Since selectins are involved in recruiting
cells to sites of injury, this system can be used to palliate
certain inflammatory and immunological conditions.
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